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(54) METHOD AND DEVICE FOR RETRIEVING IMAGE 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To perform image retrieval speedily reflected 
with the intention of a user. 

SOLUTION: When retrieving a desired image from a storage means storing 
plural images, on the basis of the amount of a designated retrieval source 
image and the feature amounts of the said plural images, the degree of 
similarity between this retrieval source image and the respective plural 
images is calculated (steps S71-S710) and the retrieved result is provided 
by extracting similar images form the said plural images on the basis of the 
calculated image similarity degree. In this case, when calculating the degree 
of similarity, the image is divided into plural areas, different weights are set 
to respective areas and the degree of similarity is calculated using the set 
weights (steps S73-S76). 
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